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the northern dialects of britain and ireland have verbal agreement patterns that differ

radically from those of standard english the children is singing vs they are singing vs they

sing and dances this so called northern subject rule agreement with adjacent personal

pronoun subjects but invariable verbal s everywhere else attested since the time of middle

english was once a consistent categorical grammatical system in the older dialects it

continues in the modern vernaculars in the form of complex variable systems amalgamated

from traditional dialectal patterns standard english forms as well as modern

supraregional vernacular influences this study explores the variable use of verbal

agreement forms in scotland northern england and ulster based on data ranging from the

mid 20th century survey of english dialects up to dialect recordings of the 1990s in

analysing continuities and discontinuities between the different dialects involved it also

raises questions of a theoretical nature what are the implications of these hybrid variable

systems for a usage based theory of grammatical competence die verbkongruenz in den

nördlichen britischen dialekten weicht auffällig vom standardenglischen ab doch was in

älteren formen dieser dialekte ein in sich geschlossenes system mit kategorischer geltung war

tritt in modernen varietäten stets variabel und in einer vielfalt von mischformen auf die

arbeit untersucht anhand von korpora kontinuitäten und unterschiede zwischen den dialekten

dieser region und diskutiert die bedeutung solcher hybrider variabler systeme für eine theorie

der grammatischen variation

this book brings together a number of seemingly distinct phenomena in the history of english
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the introduction of special reflexive pronouns e g myself the loss of verbal agreement and

pro drop and the disappearance of morphological case it provides vast numbers of examples

from old and middle english texts showing a person split between first second and third

person pronouns extending an analysis by reinhart reuland the author argues that the

strength of certain pronominal features case person number differs cross linguistically and

that parametric variation accounts for the changes in english the framework used is

minimalist and interpretable and uninterpretable features are seen as the key to explaining

the change from a synthetic to an analytic language

the most exhaustive and important in its field thus the judgment of an outstanding 19th

century literary figure see below on ward s masterly history of english dramatic

literature it is a judgment that has stood up remarkably well in the passing of almost a

century since the work was first published students and scholars alike will find this

famous history an invaluable source book on english literature ward s lucid survey

starts with the origin of the drama in england and the beginnings of regular drama after

an excellent account of shakespeare s predecessors there is a long and astute section on

shakespeare himself including a discussion of the dramatist s early influence on the

continent especially in germany volume ii also covers ben jonson and the later elizabethans

concluding with the merits and defects of beaumont and fletcher volume iii ends the work

with an examination of the later stuart drama when prose had become permanently the

vehicle of dramatic speech in english comedy and the decay of tragedy from an early review

by richard burton in the dial the work is beyond all compare the most exhaustive and

important in its field when this monument of scholarly investigation appeared in 1874 it

was at once recognized as authoritative and has held the position ever since dr ward s

survey of the native drama stands alone among scholarly achievements by englishmen the

prime merit of the work aside from thoroughness good judgment in ample illustration and

the deduction of sound principles therefrom lies in this giving of due attention to the

history of the stage while at the same time keeping the student to a realization of the

drama s literary splendors drama in its technique as well as in its imaginative triumphs

take his admirable monograph vol i chap iv on shakespeare it would be difficult even in the
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mass of similar attempts to indicate another eighty pages which tell so much so well and

are so little open to criticism this critic s independence and originality of thought appear

to advantage in his closing remarks on the tailend of the stuart drama
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